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	Interpreting Evidence – By Chris Mckay

Social Studies - People, Past Events And Societies; Language and Literacy; Expressive Arts; 
Primary and Lower Secondary
These activities use testimonies to find evidence of a person’s life experiences. Pupils will consider events before, during and after the Second World War.



	EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES
	I CAN STATEMENTS

	SOC 3-01a
	I can use my knowledge of a historical period to interpret the evidence and present an informed view
	I can use the evidence provided by the interviews to describe how the Holocaust and the events of the1930s & 1940s affected people’s lives

	SOC 3-03a
	I can explain why a group of people from beyond Scotland settled here in the past and discuss the impact they have had on the life and culture of Scotland.
	I can explain why Jewish people arrived in this country after 1933

I can describe the lives of the Jewish people who arrived in Scotland

	SOC 3-06b


	Through researching, I can identify possible causes of a past conflict and report on the impact it has had on the lives of people at that time.
	I can describe the effects of World War II on the lives of Jewish people.


LESSON STARTER

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST?
In pairs try to complete the following task.

Look at each of the following statements. Some are true. Some are false. Put them into the correct section of the table:-
1. The Holocaust was the mass killing of Jews 
2. The Holocaust only took place in Germany
3. The Holocaust began in 1945
4. Jews were hated because they worked hard
5. Jews were blamed for Germany’s financial problems
6. Some Jews came to Britain for safety
7. The Holocaust took place in many countries of Europe
8. The Holocaust was began by the Nazis
9. Jews only lived In Germany
	STATEMENTS THAT ARE TRUE
	STATEMENTS THAT ARE FALSE

	
	

	What do you think the word immigrant means?
	

	Why do you think immigrants came to this country in the 1930s and 1940s?


	


Your class will be divided into groups.

Select one of the interviews. 

Use the evidence in the interview to complete the following table.  

For each question you should supply one piece of evidence from the interview to support your answer.
Once you have completed the task compare your answers with other groups. This will allow you to begin to discuss the effects of the Holocaust and the events that took place in the 1930s and 1940s on people’s lives.
Task 1

	LIFE BEFORE THE WAR

	1.Name of person being interviewed (your chosen interviewee)

	

	2. In which country was he or she born?
	

	3. How old was your interviewee on arriving in Scotland?
	

	4. Describe his or her early life (before immigration)

	

	5. Find evidence that shows that life was getting more dangerous for your interviewee 

	

	6. Give examples of discrimination faced by your interviewee 

	

	7. Are there any reasons given in the interviewee for the discrimination?

	

	LIFE DURING THE WAR

	8. Give an example of how the Second World War affected the interviewee and family.

	

	IMMIGRATION

	9. Why did the person being interviewed leave the country of their birth?

	

	10. Describe the interviewee’s journey from their home country to Britain.

	

	11. Give examples of ways in which the interviewee suffered loss because of Nazi ideas and/or the Second World War.


	12. Did the person being interviewed have the chance to fight back against the discrimination they faced?

	

	Why do you think it was difficult for many of the people interviewed to fight back?

	


Task 2
	SETTLING IN AND INTEGRATION 

	
	VERY EASY
	EASY
	AVERAGE
	DIFFICULT
	VERY DIFFICULT

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	How difficult was it for the interviewee to settle in Britain?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	Reasons for my decision (provide evidence from the interview)
	

	Describe the life of the interviewee once they settled in Britain.


	


Task 3
· You have now studied an interview with a Jewish person who came to Britain as a result of problems in their own country.
· Prepare a short report which highlights what you think are the key parts of their story. 

· It can be a poster, a PowerPoint or a written report.
· Your report should include ten points about the life of the person being interviewed. Remember to include -
the country they came from

the ways they were affected by the events of the 1930s and 40s.


the reasons they came to the UK

their life in Scotland.
It will be used to inform the other people in you class about the person you have studied

Task 4                                                                 COMPARING EXPERIENCES
	Name
	Which country were they from?
	Why did they come to Britain?
	Describe their working life in Britain

	Bob Kutner


	
	
	

	Dorrith M. Sim

	
	
	

	Evelyn Strang


	
	
	

	George Taylor


	
	
	

	Gretl Shapiro


	
	
	

	Halina Moss


	
	
	

	Henry Wuga


	
	
	

	Name
	Which country were they from?
	Why did they come to Britain?
	How were they affected by the events of the 30s and 40s?

	Ingrid Wuga


	
	
	

	Isi Metzstein


	
	
	

	Joe Cent


	
	
	

	Leo Metzstein


	
	
	

	Lore Lucas


	
	
	

	Marion Camrass


	
	
	

	Moniek Garber


	
	
	

	Name
	Which country were they from?
	Why did they come to Britain?
	How were they affected by the events of the 30s and 40s?

	Pat Anson

	
	
	

	Rosa Sacharin


	
	
	

	Saskia Tepe


	
	
	

	Susan Singerman


	
	
	


Task 5
REACHING A CONCLUSION

	
	MY ANSWER
	EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT MY ANSWER

	Did the events of the Holocaust affect people in the same way?
	
	

	Was Kristallnacht a turning point to the people being interviewed? 
	
	

	Did the Holocaust only affect people in Germany?

	
	

	Did the European immigrants to Britain find it easy to live here?

	
	


Task 6
You have now studied the interviews that have been carried out by the people involved with this project. 

Do you think there is other information that would prove useful to historians studying the lives of people who immigrated to Scotland as a result of the rise of the Nazis and the events of the Second World War? 

What questions do you think you would need to ask to find this information?
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