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Introduction

Isi Metzstein (1928-2012) is known internationally for his significant 
contribution to British post-war architecture. From the mid twentieth 
century, he was central in designing many award-winning buildings in 
Scotland and other parts of the United Kingdom, including Roman Catholic 
churches, schools and university buildings too. However, the story of how 
Isi Metzstein came to Scotland was not previously known to staff and pupils 
within St Andrew’s and St Bride’s High School in East Kilbride even though 
one of the buildings Isi helped design is our school church, St Bride’s. This 
incredible building is only a stone’s throw from our school. 

St Bride’s was opened in 1964 but it wasn’t until 80 years later, in 2024, that we 
learned that Isi had come to Scotland from Nazi Germany just before WWII 
broke out. He had travelled via the Kindertransport, arriving in Scotland just 
before his 11th birthday. Isi was one of around 10,000 child refugees brought 
to Britain, prior to the outbreak of war in 1939, from Nazi-occupied territories. 

On making the connection between Isi, the Kindertransport and St Bride’s 
Church, we knew that it was important to research and record his story for 
future generations of our learners. We made a short film called In Plain Sight 
through which we also came to realise the importance of the contributions 
refugees, just like Isi, continue to make to their new communities today in so 
many different ways. 

Isi’s oral testimony, recorded by the charity Gathering the Voices before his 
death at the age of 83 in 2012, was a huge help to our pupils when researching 
his childhood in Berlin and his family’s reasons for leaving Germany. 
Researching Isi’s adult life, again using his testimony, meant we then listened 
to his wife Dany’s recorded testimony too and we discovered she too made a 
significant journey to Scotland, her early life shaped by the Nazis’ occupation 
of France during the War. We were delighted when Gathering the Voices then 
asked us to help to capture both their legacies in the form of a new digital 
comic. 

A group of 13 S2 pupils, including some who made our short film and others 
with a love of illustrating and of comics and graphic novels, came together. 
Through working closely with Paul Bristow and Dylan Gibson through Magic 
Torch Comics, the Metzsteins’ stories will now be told in a new and very 
visual form. 

We’ve tried, really carefully and sensitively, to stay true to the oral 
testimonies recorded by Gathering the Voices with Dany and Isi. In fact, 
the written text in the comic comes directly from the transcripts of what 
they said. We all hope the comic will bring new audiences to their incredible 
stories.

Susan Brownlie 
Saint Andrew’s & Saint Bride’s High School
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